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PRESENT STATUS AND PERSPECTIVES OF RADIATION ONCOLOGY IN JAPAN
Hiroshi IKEDA

Abstract This article reviews the present status and perspectives of radiation oncology in Japan.
Radiation therapy accelerators and related machines have made remarkable development, and now
the radiation therapy treatment planning computer plays a principal and indispensable role in
As to the
structure, there is a remarkable increase in the patient population receiving radiation therapy,

the planning and in the throughout process of radiation therapy in each facility,

and this will continue to increase because the proportion of population receiving treatment in
Japan is still far less than that in Western countries. Installation of machines and the supply of
It 1s
necessary indeed for patients to receive good quality medical care, and it is necessary to assure

staff cannot keep up with the increase of patients receiving radiation therapy as now.
and maintain good quality in the field of radiation oncology in Japan., Several related issues are

pointed out with possible answers to them.
(Key Words : radiotherapy, three-dimensional radiotherapy, quality assurance, medical physicist)
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