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EVOLUTION OF POLICY-BASED MEDICINE NETWORKS
IN A NEW NATIONAL HOSPITAL ORGANIZATION (NHO)

Chairpersons . Hisayoshi MIYAZAKI and Itaru KIMURA

Abstract Reorganization of 154 national hospitals and national sanatoria has paved the way for a
policy-based agency : National Hospital Organization (NHO). The major direction of NHO is to extend
the policy-based medicine over 19 medical specialties, utilizing the NHO medical service network,

The 19 policy-based medicine networks include circulation, cancer, hematolegy, immunology
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(allergic and rheumatic diseases), metabolic and endocrine disorders (diabetes mellitus) ,
tuberculosis, intractable neurological disorders, sensory organ disorders, bone and motor system
disorders, liver diseases, kidney diseases, pediatric medicine, international medical cocperation,
and so on.

In this symposium, we had eleven speakers of 10 policy-based medicine networks, (circulation,
cancer, hematology, endocrine and metabolism disorders, immunoclogy, bone and motor system
disorders, liver and kidney diseases and sensory organ disorders) out of the 19 fields and a
specialist from the planning office of the Government. They presented underlying problems and
future possibilities in each field of the policy-based medicine network and an outline of the agency
framework. Threugh the symposium, the following issues, which need to be resolved, were given
common recognition,

(1) Verification and conformation of each policy-based medicine network hospital with a close

review based both on academic and medico-economical aspects

(2) Resolution of the ability differentials between network hospital

(3) Promotion of personnel exchange between the networks

(4) Abolishment of motivation differentials for each network

(5) Promotion of large-sized clinical trials with cooperation of NHO networks and extra-NHO

networks

(6) Construction of guidelines for each policy-based medical field

(7) Assessment of clinical research activities in each field

(8) Stable financial support both for clinical practice and clinical research activities

Though we could not reach a final conclusion and agreement, all participants of the symposium

and speakers expect this symposium to further meaningful discussion regarding policy-based medicine

in NHO.

(Key Words : policy-based medicine network, agency, national hospital and sanatorium, national

hospital organization, reorganization)
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