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THE FUTURE OF PHARMACEUTICAL SERVICES MOVING FORWARD TO
A NATIONAL HOSPITAL ORGANIZATION

Chairpersons . Masaki MUTO and Kazushi ENDO*

Abstract The services performed by pharmacists in the providing of health care has considerably
changed from primal services consisting of the formulation. Pharmacists are expected to play the
role of ensuring the rational use of pharmaceuticals during thé course of Pharmacotherapy. In
addition, they are also being required to contribute to greater efficiency in health care and
management from the perspective of hospital administration.

At this symposium, Masato. Tateishi suggested the future direction of pharmacy from the
standpoint of a committee member, based on a report of the “Committee for Examining the

Desirable State of Pharmacy as National Hospital Organization” by the Discussion Groups of the
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Section Heads of Pharmacy of National Hospitals. Next, Kenji Hasegawa stated the desirable
state of services provided, including past results, with respect to the efforts made by pharmacists
from the perspective of hospital management in terms of health care, medical inventories and the
use of generic drugs. Kazuhisa Hasebe mentioned the efforts being made with regard to the five
major services of pharmacy that have been provided in the past along with services to be provided
following establishment as a National Hospital Organization based on his experience of providing
guidance to the pharmacy of a national hospital. In addition, Hisanori Sekiguchi proposed the
desirable state of pharmacists in the future, including a discussion of educational issues and the
problem of stationing pharmacists at hospitals in Japan. Finally, Hiroshi Isobe advised on the
present state of pharmacists as a member of the health care team from the standpoint of
physicians along with what will be expected of them in future.

As national hospitals continue to promote the concept of policy-based health care, pharmacists
must be expected to demonstrate their professionalism with essential medicine as a member of the
health care team, make national inter-hospital networks practical, and play a key role in ensuring
patient safety.
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