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PRESENT STATUS AND TARGETS OF EPILEPSY MEDICAL NETWORK
Tateki FUJIWARA

Abstract The institutions composing the Epilepsy Medical Network of national hospitals are
distributed widely throughout the country. The network is conducting the largest scale medical
care for epilepsy patients in Japan, with the figure exceeding 10, 000 patients. Moreover, many of
these patients have refractory epilepsy. This figure and geographical distribution denote that the
studies listed below are feasible, or rather they are the issues that the national epilepsy medical
network should be responsible to tackle. The topics are (1) epidemiological survey of refractory
epilepsy, (2) research on the validity of diagnostic classification, (3} the needs of diagnostic
techniques and diagnostic devices for the diagnosis of epilepsy, (4) research on drug therapy and
surgical therapy, (b) research on adverse reactions of epilepsy treatments, (6) research on
psychological and behavioral disorders, (7) research on social issues, (8) promotion of collaborative
clinical trials for new drugs, (9) clinical course research, (10) economic research of epilepsy
medicine, and (11) infrastructure for medical care in natural disaster.

At present, studies on the construction of patient registration database, standardization of
registered information, and methods of data processing for the national epilepsy medical network
have been completed. Patient information is gradually being accumulated. The number of patients
will be built up further in the future, with a target of 10, 000.

In this special edition, the representative research conducted by the epidemiological and
clinical study groups of refractory epilepsy using the epilepsy network will be introduced.

(Key Words : epilepsy, refractory epilepsy, epilepsy network, database)
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