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THE PRESENT STATUS AND FUTURE OF PEDIATRIC EMERGENCY CARE

Chairpersons : Sankei NISHIMA and ITkuyo TSUKAGOSHI*

The increasing societal demands for the establishment of pediatric emergency care have
reached a critical point. Problems in pediatric emergency care are problems for all of pediatric
medicine,

Issues for pediatric medicine in the past 10 years include the following . decreasing number of
pediatricians working in public hospitals, aging and concentration of private clinic pediatricians in
urban districts, the decreasing number of pediatric beds and closure of pediatric-only wards, poor
reimbursement for pediatric care, etc. These problems are deep-rooted with complex interrelatioc
nships.

Societal factors, such as the following, further complicate resolution of these problems : the
population structure in Japan greatly influenced by the extreme drop in birth rate and the highest
longevity in the world, the increasing health care costs for the elderly, the collapse of Japanese
economics, and national policy.,

In this symposium, in addition to the above-mentioned problems, clarity was brought to
issues such as the lack of clear policy to support the increasing number of female pediatricians,
the difficulties in distinguishing primary, secondary and tertiary emergency medicine, and
specialist-shopping by patients and their families and anytime-anywhere-cheap {(convenience store
type) medicine. Measures to address these problems include short-term actions which must be
considered urgently, and long term plans which include the establishment of Pediatric Emergency
Medical Centers in appropriately-sized districts.

By analyzing the present status of Japanese medicine, pediatric medicine, and pediatric
emergency care, it is clear that organizational strategies and policies are needed. Now is the
greatest opportunity for the National Hospital System to rebuild and prepare to address
urgent issues.
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