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SYMPOSIUM 1 : NETWORK FOR RESPIRATORY DISEASES
IN THE NATIONAL HOSPITAL ORGANIZATION : DREAM FOR OUR FUTURE

Chairpersons : Mitsunort SAKATANI and Tetsuo SHIMIZU *

The national hospitals and sanatoria will be changed to the hospital group of Japan Agent
System in April 2004, The Network Hospitals for Respiratory Diseases consists of 54 national
sanatoria throughout Japan, and each hospital has a long history as tuberculosis sanatorium.
Though it is yet unclear what the Network Hospitals for Respiratory Diseases should be, it is
possible and useful to have an idealistic vision for ourselves.

In this symposium, in the first half, a director (a doctor) of a hospital, a director of nursing,
and a director of a pharmacy presented their professional opinions. In the second half, only 2
themes among the many subjects dealing with our network were discussed. The first one was
about the present and future of information technology (IT) which is now making progress in the
medical field. The second theme was about what diseases we should treat and research after the
elimination of TB in our network hospitals. The 5 participants conducted a fruitful discussion.
We strongly believe that the audience, most of whom were staff from the many sanatoria
nationwide, came away with much information helpful for their work and a better understanding
of the direction toward which our network and each hospital, as a member of the Japan Agent
System, must go to.

(Key Words : national sanatoria, Japan agent system, network hospitals for respiratory diseases,
information technology)
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