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VIRTUAL BLOOD TRANSFUSION SERVICE
IN NATIONAL HOSPITAL ORGANIZATION

Yukio NAKAMURA and Masakatsu NAKASHIMA*

Abstract The law to secure a stable supply of safe blood products has been enforced since July
2003. Now thatl over a year has passed, we reviewed the management of blood transfusions in the
Incorporated Administrative Agency National Hospital Organization. Questionnaires returned
from 116 hospitals revealed that only 20 hospitals used over 10, 000 units of blood transfusion,
and the total blood usage of those 20 hospitals accounted for over 70% of all the usage of the 116
hospitals. Even these 20 hospitals have not achieved a sufficient management system for suitable
blood transfusion. To solve these problems, we propose “Virtual Blood Transfusion Service” which
is a knowledge-base system to support the blood transfusion service of all affiliated hospitals. “Virtual
Blood Transfusion Service” is expected to become an opinion leader of blood transfusion service
throughout Japan.

(Key Words : the law to secure the stable supply of safe blood product, Blood Transfusion
Service, Hospital Transfusion Committee)
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