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FOR JAPANESE CHILDREN TO HAVE A STRONG AND HEALTHY FUTURE :
THE FIRST ISSUE, A PRELIMINARY RESEARCH OF SUKUSUKU-COHORT IN MIE

Hatsumi YAMAMOTO, Junko TAMAKI, Noriko QHTANI
Makoto OBATA, Motoki BONNO, Noriko YAMAKAWA
Shigeki TANAKA and Masaru IDO

Abstract In 2004, the Japan Science and Technology Agency started a mission-oriented research
program to identify which factors influence the cognitive-behavioral development of children in Japan.
As the regional center in Mie Prefecture we are undertaking this research in cooperation with the
departments of health and welfare and the education authorities of local governments. The results
of preliminary research carried out in Fiscal 2004 are reported in this manuscript.

In the beginning of the research, the research structure and a committee to promote this mission
were organized involving the local government and mother and child care centers. Secondly, a
research room to observe child development was established on the basement floor of our medical
center. There are an interview section, a waiting corner and a feeding room as well as an
observation booth needed for research. Thirdly, symposia on the subject of “the pursuit of child
development - the responsibilities of the 21st century” were held to deepen the comprehension of
general citizens. The number of attendees at the Owase and Tsu symposia were 75 and 64 people,
respectively. A lot of audience manifested interest in this research. Moreover, the recruitment of
subjects for a pilot study was carried out as part of this preliminary research. Fifty-one percent of
families with newborn infants were informed about this research and 28% of these informed subjects, in
other words 15% of the total of families with newhorns, consented to the research. It was necessary
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to inform more than three times as many families to secure a sufficient number of subjects for resea

rch. Tmproving the enrollment rate for the pilot study is a major challenge.

(Key Words : mission-oriented research program I, cognitive-behavioral development, children, Japan,

sukusuku cohort study)
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