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What Social Workers Could Do for Patients with ALS in the Process
of Their Decision Making on TIPPV ?

Hina Uetake

Abstract Patients with amyotrophic lateral sclerosis (ALS) must stand at crossroads when their disease
advances causing respiratory failure ; they have to decide whether or not to use tracheal intermittent
positive pressure ventilation (TIPPV). Because the decision may devide their lives into alive or dead, ap-
propriate information should be provided to the patients and their family before they have to make the
decision. The information they would require include not only on medical care but also on social or eco-
nomical issues if they should be on ventilator dependent life. In the United States, social workers (SWR)
assist patient decision making. For example, SWR concerns chiefly in preparing advanced directives or
living—will. In Japan, on the other hand, it has not been acknowledged that professions other than physi-
cians should also be concerned in the patients making decision on medical treatments.

In our hospital, 23 patients with ALS had to decide whether or not to use TIPPV, and SWR partici-
pated in assisting all but one patient in their making decisions. SWR was asked to sit aside ofthe patients
and their family when physician told them of their diagnosis, prognosis and future medical treatment op-
tions. After the meeting, SWR held the interview with them. The issues For the purpose of SWR effec-
tively assisting patients decision makings on TIPPV, it is necessary for SWR to share various information
that may be required by the patient and his/her family with physicians and other medical professionals.
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