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A Comparison of the Medical Treatment and Fees for the Disease of Cataract
and Crystalline Lens among 19 Hospitals in the National Hospital Organization
by Using the Diagnosis Procedure Combination (DPC) Payment System.

Toshiharu Kawamoto, Yasuhiro Kawamoto, Mariko Tominaga, Mariko Matsumoto,
Miwako Fujikawa, Wataru Kamiike and Fumitaka Saji

Abstract Objects : We analyzed the difference in the hospital revenue and expenditure in the disease
of cataract and crystal lens by using the diagnosis procedure combination (DPC) health insurance system.

Subjects : Subjects were 2,492 examples registered for the disease of cataract and crystal lens in the
DPC coding system, which was registered as the disease of cataract and crystal lens, in 19 National Hos-
pital Organization hospitals from December to July, 2006. The number registered for an operation on a
single eyve was 1,550, and for two eyes was 927. There were 2 single—eye operations combined with di-
alysis, and 4 two-eye operations combined with dialysis. In 9 cases there was no operation.

Results : There was a difference among the enrolled hospitals, in terms of charges based on the fee—for
service payment system, charges based on the DPC health insurance system, charge difference between
the two systems, and length of hospital stay. For the single-eye operation groups the difference between
the two fee systems was specially associated with the laboratory test fees, basic hospitalization charges,
anesthesia fee, hospital reputation, drug fees, surgery fees, diagnostic imaging fees and the length of hos-
pital stay. On the other hand, for the two—eye operation groups, the laboratory test fees, diagnostic imag-
ing fees, drug fees, hospital reputation, and the anesthesia and surgery fee were important. Although the
ophthalmology tests accounted for more than 80% of the laboratory tests, the preoperative risk evalu-
ation of the biochemical profile was carried out on about 30% on the first day in the hospital. The differ-
ence in the fee for the anesthesia was caused by the anesthesia methods.

Conclusion : It was proved that there is a difference in the methods and the schedule of the treatment
for the disease of cataract and crystal lens. Therefore, it is necessary to remake the clinical treatment
schedule in consideration of medical needs and safety as well as from the DPC payment perspective.
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