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Clinical Feature of the Epstein—Barr Virus Associated Gastric Carcinoma

Hideo Yanai

Abstract In 1990, Burke er al. reported the presence of EBV in gastric cancer lesions, and it is now
known that approximately 1 in 10 gastric cancers are EBV positive, particularly undifferentiated type
adenocarcinomas with strong lymphoid infiltration. In our series of 124 gastric cancers at our hospital,
we detected 12 (9.7%) EBV-associated gastric carcinomas (EBV-encoded small RNA1 (EBER-1) -
positive). These gastric carcinomas are characteristically found in the upper part of the stomach, and
the histological type is often undifferentiated. Many of EBV-associated. gastric carcinomas were located
near the gastric mucosal atrophic border. The background gastric mucosa for EBV—-associated gastric
carcinomas 1s rich in atrophic changes, the result of Helicobacter pylori infection. A major area of future

study is the relationship between EBV and Hp on the gastric mucosa.
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