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The Practice and Analysis of the New Form of Management of the Palliative Care Unit

Tsuyoshi Satoh, Sumio Endoh, AiIdota, Takahiro Asada, Takayuki Yamamoto,
Kiichiroh Okamoto, Katsuya Yamashita and Tohru Ichihara

Abstract Recently, the diffusion of palliative care is being promoted in our country so the form of the
palliative care unit must be examined. In our hospital, three types of inpatient care (Symptom control
Respite care and End-stage care) in the palliative care unit have been advocated and practiced.

The palliative care practiced in the first period (July 2001 to January 2005 at the general ward in the
former hospital National Toyohashi Hospital) and the second period (April 2005 to March 2009 the pallia-
tive care at the palliative care unit in the present hospital National Health Organization Toyohashi Medi-
cal Center) was assessed.

k]

The results were as follows. 198patients with various cancer were provided inpatient care in the first
period. The number of patients greatly increased in the second period. The total number of inpatients
in 2005, 2006, 2007 and 2008 were respectively 7716, 7777, 8298 and 8453. The average length of
stay in the palliative care unit in 2005, 2006, 2007 and 2008 was respectively 29.0 days, 25.6
days, 26.5 days and 26.7 days. The average number of times in inpatient care in 2005, 2006, 2007
and 2008 was respectively 1.29, 1.24, 1.22 and 1.26.

In comparison with the usual management of the palliative care units in our country, it was consid-
ered that our management was successful because of the increase of the number of patients, the short-

ening of the average period of hospitalization, and by making palliative care available to more patients.
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