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Medical Care toward Abused Children

Mami Yamasaki, Natsu Oshida and Masahiro Nonaka

Abstract InJapan, child abuse has become one of the important issues in medical institutions, since the enactment the
child Abuse Prevention Law in 2000. Toresolve child abuse, medical society has to accomplish four roles. They are to point
outand report the abused children, to treat the abused children physically and mentally, to entrust the abused children to tem-
porary shelter and to contribute for expert testimony. Normally, child care centers are used as temporary shelter, but some-
times it is commissioned to the hospitals, when ongoing treatment or general examinations for differential diagnosis of child
abuse from other causes is required. Opinions by medical experts are very important for determination of continuance of
separation from parents, and as evidence for prosecution and trial in court. Under the current law system,it is necessary to
specify the action and person responsible for the death of abused child. Therefore entirely different viewpoints are required
from ordinary medical care.

In this paper, we described the duty for medical field, differential diagnosis of the battered child syndrome and pediatric

patient care in the shelter for abused children, needed for stopping child abuse.
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