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Takako Nakanishi, Mayumi Okuda, and Wataru Kamiike

Abstract

OBJECTIVES : Toclarify intention of end-of-life care was different between cancer patients and non-cancer. METHODS :
In the National Hospital Organization Kure Medical Center, Living Will documents and advance directive orders have been
registered in the electronic health record from October 2011. The subjects were 746 dead patients with registration of ad-
vance directive orders in the electronic health record between October 2011 and November 2013. RESULTS : Living Will
documents had been created earlier after introduction of the registration system, which resulted in increase in creation ratio of
Living Will. The creation ratio of Living Will was higher in cancer patients than in non-cancer(respectively, 33.7% and
15.1%, p<0.0001). Do-not-attempt-resuscitation (DNAR) order rate was higher in cancer patients than in non-cancer, (re-
spectively, 88.4% and 83.0%, p<0.0001), but there was no difference in the orders of other advance directives. DNAR order
rate was 95.7% in the palliative care patients, compared to 84.6% in non-palliative care patients. The decision making of ad-
vance directives was earlier in the palliative care patients than in the non-palliative care,(respectively, 37.5+42.1 days and
16.3+47.1 days before death.). CONCLUSIONS : The creation rate of Living Will and DNAR order was higher in cancer
patients than in non-cancer. The management system of Living Will and advance directives will be valid to improve end-of-
life care.
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