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Response to Reproductive Tourism : Australia’s Case

Yuri Hibino

In this paper, we will examine Australia’s response to surrogacy tourism. In Australia,only altruistic surrogacy is permit-
ted and commercial surrogacy is not permitted.In altruistic surrogacy is that close friends or relatives of the intended parents
become surrogate mothers without anyfinancial rewards. There are only dozens of cases done in Australia per year. It is diffi-
cult for most intended parents to find a surrogate mother domestically, and Australians who are seeking for surrogacy over-
seas are increasing.

Inrecent years, affordable surrogacy programs have been offered inemerging Asian countries such as India and Thailand,
and people indeveloped countries seeking surrogacy have been mainly purchasing them.Australians are a major part of con-
sumers of this reproductive tourism. Some Australian states prohibit commercial surrogacy, and itis alsoapplicable abroad.

Australians who use surrogacy abroad have increased year by year. Under these circumstances, in August 2014, the case of
an Australian client whoabandoned a surrogate child was reported in Thailand. Through this incident,Thailand prohibited
commercial surrogacy. Thereafter,regulations prohibiting the use of surrogate mothers by foreigners in emerging countries
that have accepted reproductive tourism were realized. While the option of having surrogacy overseas shrinks, discussions
havealso appeared that should allow monetary compensation for surrogate mothers to satisfy domestic demand for surrogacy.
Because of the tragic cases of abandonedchild in Thailand, and changes in attitudes of host countries, government investiga-
tion and research was conducted to review the regulation of surrogacy in the country,and finally itis suggested that surrogacy
should bemade altruistically. The fundamental policy was not changed. There is aneed for more in-depth discussion on how
to control demand for surrogacy that continues to grow among Australian citizens.
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